For better or worse, Emergency 
Planning has become an important part 
of our society. Each of us is being 
asked to develop the abilities to help 
ourselves and others in a disaster. 


Would you bet your life that the 
phones and Internet will still be 


working? Would you bet the lives of 
others? 


Even if they still function, phones and 
email based systems can be 
overwhelmed in a crisis, and critical 
calls are often blocked. 


Each year hundreds of thousands of Americans volunteer their time and 
energies for the improvement and safety of their communities. 
Mechanics turn into firemen when the alarm sounds. Hairdressers 
become EMTs. Engineers turn into auxiliary policemen. America has 
a long and proud history of these "Minutemen" who answer the call to 
service in times of emergency... 


And a lot of them are “Hams!” 


The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) is a national, 
voluntary organization of FCC licensed Hams - special Amateur Radio 
operators who provide voice and digital communications to responding 
agencies in an emergency. ARES is a program of the American Radio 
Relay League. It is a specialized field requiring training and federal 
licensing. 


Many organizations have formal agreements with ARES and other 
Amateur Radio groups including: 
* Department of Homeland Security -- Citizen Corps 


° Federal Emergency Management Agency 


* National Communications System 
* Salvation Army - SATERN 


* National Weather Service - Skywarn 


* Association of Public Safety Communications Officials 


* and hundreds of county and municipal governments. 


Because Amateur Radio stations are coordinated but can function 
independently of other systems and infrastructure, they can get the 
message through... 


Even when the phone lines are down 
- the internet is gone 
- the “trunk lines” are jammed 
- and the cell phone is dead 
Want to know more about ARES ? 


Go to 


www.Emergency-Radio.org 


